St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
Archdiocese of Galveston Houston

816 Park Dr. La Porte, Texas 77571
281-471-2000 Fax:281-471-9365
Website:www.stmaryslaporte.com E-mail:stmaryslpcc@sbcglobal.net
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9:00 am-12:00 Noon
1:00 pm- 4:00 pm

Eucharistic Celebrations
Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. (Spanish)
1:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s Church
Monday (No Mass)
Tuesday & Wednesday – 12:00 noon
Thursday & Friday – 8:30 a.m.
Parish Staff
Rev. Tony A. Castro, Pastor
Deacon Hector Cantu
Deacon Julio Matallana
Deacon Stan Avallone
Bookkeeper-Nelda Shealy
Bulletin/Sacramental Records–
Cheryl Frobenius
Maintenance– Steve Regan
Parish Secretary-Jessica Jaramillo
C.C.E. Director-Shari Davis
C.C.E. Coordinator - Graciela Lopez
EDGE Coordinator-Randy Tercero
Life Teen Director-Shari Davis

Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of the month.
Classes are held on
the 2nd & 3rd Tuesday of each
month. Please come by the Parish Office to register or call
for more information.
Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Penance is offered on Saturdays, from
4:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. or by appointment.
Sacrament of Marriage
Please contact the Parish Office at least (6) six months
prior to your desired wedding date to arrange a meeting
with Father Tony or one of the Deacons. If you want a
Mass, you must call Father Tony.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Are you a non-Catholic who is interested in joining the
Catholic faith? Are you a baptized Catholic who has
never received the sacraments of 1st Communion and
Confirmation? If your answer is yes to either of these
questions, call the Parish Office.
Sacrament of First Reconciliation/First Communion
First Reconciliation/Communion candidates must be
baptized, at least in the second grade, and have been
attending CCE classes for at least TWO full years prior to
entering into sacramental preparation. Adults will be
referred to the RCIA program.
Sacrament of Confirmation
Confirmation is a separate more intensive examination of
the faith and our responsibilities as practicing Catholics.
Confirmands will meet once per month in addition to
attending Life Teen faithfully, both one full year prior to
the beginning Sacramental preparation and during the
preparation year (no more than three absences either year).
Parents/Sponsors will also be required to attend once per
month meetings. Confirmation candidates must have
previously received the Sacraments of Baptism and First
Holy Communion. A habit of attending weekly Mass is
required for both years. Please, note the above represents
the minimum requirements. Adults will be referred to the
RCIA program.

Vision Statement

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception is a Catholic Community of Believers
called to serve Christ by gathering together at the Lord’s Table in worship and
praise, by serving our brothers and sisters in Christ, and by being a welcoming
beacon of light to all. We are many parts, yet one body in Christ.

Saturday, April 10:
5:30pm
Maria Lozano†
By: Lozano Family
Sunday, April 11:
9:00am
Delia Lopez†
By: Joe Lopez
11:00am
Alma Valencia†
By: Valencia Family
1:00pm
People of the Parish
Tuesday, April 13:
12:000pm
Taylor Bassi†
By: Reyes Family
Wednesday, April 14:
12:00 Noon
Arthur Fisher†
By: Stanton Family
Thursday, April 15:
8:30am
Carmen Rodriguez †
By: Friends
Friday, April 16:
8:30am
Teen Grigory †
By: Valeria Key
Saturday, April 17:
5:30pm
Joan Nason†
By: Walter & Bonnie Hayes
Sunday, April 18:
9:00am
Jules Escayg†
By: Coryat Family
11:00am
People of the Parish
1:00pm
Clarence Lewis†
By: Lewis Family

Mass Intentions
•

•

•

Fr. Tony will be on retreat the end of May.
We have had to reschedule the Mass
Intentions for the week of May 24 ~ 28 and
May 31 ~ June 4. If you had an intention
scheduled during these times, or are not sure,
please call the office and we will check and
let you know when it has been rescheduled.
Mass Intentions can be scheduled by calling
the office at anytime. If you are wanting a
specific date, please be sure to call well in
advance of the date you would like to request.
The stipend to schedule a Mass is $5.00.
The Sanctuary Candles in the Church/Chapel
can also burn memory of a loved one or for a
special intention. The Altar Society uses
these funds in order to purchase candles and
supplies for the church.

Palm Sunday Collection March 27/28, 2021
$5,070.00
March Online Giving
$8,397.00
March Miscellaneous Offertory
$7,082.00

If you would like to send your weekly donations,
please visit St. Mary’s website and go to the Online
Giving Icon, Flocknotes or mail them to St. Mary’s,
816 Park Dr., La Porte, TX 77571.
www.stmaryslaporte.com

Very Important Notice/Scam Warning!!!
Dear parishioners,
There are some people who purportedly
received emails from me asking for help
(SEEMINGLY because it uses my email
account.) Be sure of this: I have never sent
anyone such emails, and will NEVER ask anyone for help through emails. I never did that
and will not do that. Whenever you get such
emails, DON’T EVER RESPOND, DELETE
IT—IT IS A SCAM, OR A FISHING
ATTEMPT.
I will never do personal solicitation. Church
solicitation is always through official mail or
public announcement. Be wary of ONLINE
SCAMS!
Fr. Tony

Rosary for Life
Monday, April 12th

Please join us in praying the Holy Rosary, asking
for our Blessed Mother’s intercession for the unborn,
elderly, disabled, sick and all special intentions
in St. Joseph’s Chapel @ 7:00pm.
Space is limited due to the CDC restrictions. Please
call Belinda @ 713-805-4961 if you plan to attend
so we will be able to make the necessary
accommodations.
Pope’s Prayer Intention for April
Universal Intention:
Fundamental Rights
We pray for those who risk their lives while fighting
for fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in democracies in crisis.

Dear parish family,

2 Sunday of Easter “Divine Mercy Sunday”

The revelations of the Lord Jesus to St. Faustina inspired Pope St. John Paul II, to declare the second Sunday
of Easter as “Divine Mercy Sunday.” There are so many materials you can avail not only to understand better this
great devotion but more so to use them for yourself. And how much better that each of us can to promote and spread
this powerful devotion in our community.
The message is simple that God loves us no matter how great our sins. He wants to us to recognize that His
mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call upon Him with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow through us
to others. Thus, all will come to share His joy. The whole message of the devotion can be summed up to three: first,
Ask for His Mercy repenting for our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy upon the whole world. Second, be merciful. The Lord wants us also to extend love and forgiveness to others just as He does to us. Third, completely trust
in Jesus. God wants us to know that the graces of His mercy are dependent upon our trust. The more we trust in Jesus, the more, we will receive. As the gospel this Sunday says, “Blest are those who do not see yet believed.” Yes,
the more we believe and trust in Jesus, the more we will be able to see what God wants us to see in life.
In our human weakness we all stumble and we succumb sometimes to doubts. We are so many times like
Thomas. Our principle in human relationship is like him in the gospel, “to see is to believe.” But this principle is not
perfect. We know that our “sight” or the way we see things is sometimes deceived. And occasionally we know that
what we see is not necessarily what is true. We clearly know too that there are those things we even do not see yet
they are true. Faith is no faith at all if it is base merely on things seen.
God has a different principle in our relationship to Him. The more we believe in the Lord the more we see
what God wants us to see in life and the more we understand God’s ways. Yes, the more we believe and trust in the
Lord then the more we will be able to see God’s wonderful plan for us
There is of course a strong link between inner peace and strong faith. The greater our faith in God, the
stronger we are to face and overcome the difficulties, the problems, challenges, and trials that may come along the
way.
So as we celebrate the feast of the Divine Mercy on this second Sunday of Easter, let us make the habit of
praying, “Jesus I trust in you” as St. Faustina urged us to do. Indeed, it is in trusting the Lord that gives us inner
strength when we are weak and inner peace amidst our world full of troubles.
And more importantly above all is that we may not only remain at the receiving end of the Lord’s mercy but
that this devotion should also inspire and motivate us to be the Lord’s “Apostles of Divine Mercy” to the world we
live.
Blessings to you and have a good week!

Baptismal Information

Fr. Tony

Baptism classes are currently being held each
month. Due to COVID we are only able to offer
the Spanish baptism classes and baptisms on an
as needed basis. Special arrangements can be
made by contacting the office.
Baptisms will be held the 2nd Sunday of each
month. If you are planning to baptize here, you
will need to contact the office and fill out a
registration form. We will also need to make a
copy of the child’s birth certificate from the state.
After you register, you may sign up for the
baptism class, currently held the second Tuesday
of each month at 7pm.
If you do not live in La Porte, you must be a
registered, active member of St Mary’s to baptize
your child here. You cannot register in our parish
only to baptize your child. Please call the office
to make arrangements to do the necessary
paperwork.

2021 The Year of St. Joseph
The Archdiocesan website has a page dedicated
to the Year of St. Joseph. Please visit and share
the link below, which includes the history of St.
Joseph in the church, prayers of devotion and
more.
https://www.archgh.org/resources/year-of-st-joseph/

Stay Connected at Home JOIN FORMED

Incredible online gateway to the best
Catholic Content, all in one place. Go to
stmaryslaporte.formed.org to register. If
you are having any trouble getting
registered, or any other problems,
please
contact
Tracy
stmarysrcia@yahoo.com. She will contact you
and walk you through the steps to
register.

Querida familia parroquial,

2º Domingo de Pascua “Domingo de la Divina Misericordia”

Las revelaciones del Señor Jesús a Santa Faustina inspiraron al Papa San Juan Pablo II a declarar el
segundo domingo de Pascua como "Domingo de la Divina Misericordia". Hay tantos materiales que puede
aprovechar no solo para comprender mejor esta gran devoción, sino más aún para usarlos nosotros mismos.
Y cuánto mejor que cada uno de nosotros pueda promover y difundir esta poderosa devoción en nuestra comunidad.
El mensaje es simple de que Dios nos ama sin importar cuán grandes sean nuestros pecados. Él
quiere que reconozcamos que Su misericordia es mayor que nuestros pecados, para que lo invoquemos con
confianza, recibamos Su misericordia y la dejemos fluir a través de nosotros hacia los demás. Así, todos vendrán a compartir su gozo. Todo el mensaje de la devoción se puede resumir en tres: primero, pide Su misericordia arrepintiéndote de nuestros pecados y pidiéndole que derrame Su misericordia sobre el mundo entero.
Segundo, sé misericordioso. El Señor quiere que también extendamos amor y perdón a los demás, tal como
lo hace con nosotros. En tercer lugar, confíe completamente en Jesús. Dios quiere que sepamos que las gracias de su misericordia dependen de nuestra confianza. Cuanto más confiemos en Jesús, más recibiremos.
Como dice el evangelio de este domingo, "Bienaventurados los que no ven, pero son creídos". Sí, cuanto
más creemos y confiamos en Jesús, más podremos ver lo que Dios quiere que veamos en la vida.
En nuestra debilidad humana todos tropezamos y sucumbimos a veces a las dudas. Somos muchas
veces como Thomas. Nuestro principio en la relación humana es como él en el evangelio, "ver es creer". Pero este principio no es perfecto. Sabemos que nuestra "vista" o la forma en que vemos las cosas a veces nos
engaña. Y de vez en cuando sabemos que lo que vemos no es necesariamente lo que es verdad. También sabemos claramente que hay cosas que ni siquiera vemos, pero que son ciertas. La fe no es fe en absoluto si se
basa solamente en las cosas que se ven.
Dios tiene un principio diferente en nuestra relación con él. Cuanto más creemos en el Señor, más
vemos lo que Dios quiere que veamos en la vida y más entendemos Sus caminos. Sí, cuanto más creemos y
confiamos en el Señor, más podremos ver el maravilloso plan de Dios para nosotros.
Por supuesto, existe un fuerte vínculo entre la paz interior y una fe firme. Cuanto mayor sea
nuestra fe en Dios, más fuertes seremos para enfrentar y superar las dificultades, los problemas, los desafíos
y las pruebas que puedan surgir en el camino.
Así que mientras celebramos la fiesta de la Divina Misericordia en este segundo domingo de
Pascua, hagamos el hábito de orar: “Jesús, en ti confío”, como nos instó Santa Faustina. De hecho, es confiar
en el Señor lo que nos da fuerza interior cuando estamos débiles y paz interior en medio de nuestro mundo
lleno de problemas.
Y lo más importante sobre todo es que no solo podemos permanecer en el extremo receptor
de la misericordia del Señor, sino que esta devoción también debe inspirarnos y motivarnos a ser los
"Apóstoles de la Divina Misericordia" del Señor para el mundo en que vivimos.
¡Bendiciones para ti y que tengas una buena semana!

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store
Store Hours:
Mon., Tues., and Wed., 9-11am

All proceeds are used to help the needy in our community with their rent and utility bills. If you or someone you
know, who lives in La Porte, is in need of assistance, please
call or have them call the office to make an appointment. We
see clients on Tues. & Thurs.

All Donations Greatly Appreciated!
Volunteers can pick any day they are able to work. If
you can help, please call the office or contact Norma
@ 281-471-1752.

P. Tony

Spiritual Direction

Feeling stuck in your faith? Deeper intimacy
with Our Lord Is possible. With gentle
encouragement from a spiritual director and
your commitment of 30-60 minutes a day you
can enter into a deeper relationship with Our
Lord than you ever thought possible. Spiritual
direction can help you learn to pray better.
Interested in spiritual direction? Due to
COVID Spiritual Direction is available via
Zoom.ContactTracy:stmarysrcia@yahoo.com

Please Pray For Our Troops and

Denny Lei, Jessica Salazar, Juanita
Salas, Isabelle Calvillo, Tamara Batten,
Miriam Olivarez, Juan Cantu, Mario
Ramos, Christina Sanchez, Lynn, Alvin
Vavra, Raelynd, Ann DuBois, Becky
Smith, Dianne Lemons, Dave & Cindy
Schmitz, Peggy & Erica Hargens, Ruth
Christian & family, Don & Allie Fay Mathews, Cathy &
Bill Eberle, Bob & Barbara Jennings, Robert D, Lowine,
Wed & Miles Sarbacker, Beth & Carl Herz, Debbie
Trendle, Bubba
Garcia, Jimmy Hayes, Jan Hayes,
Colton Burkland, Laura Jaramillo, Teresa Broussard,
Emarita Pletchen, Nicky Espinoza, Joe & Sue Hand, Cris
Gonzales,
Maxine Smith, Israel Espinoza, KrisAnn
Mathews, Nikia Wafer, Katherine Reichley & family,
Aaron Binkley, Bianca Brog, Amber Saul, Myra Alvarez,
Angela Rubio, Cathie Salinas, Steve McBride, Margarita
Mora de Ramos, Jenny Matlock, Elicia Durham, Jenny
Matlock, Sarah Purlee, Johnny Hughes, Miles Libby,
Richard & Deanna Broderick and Ron Johnston
Continue to Pray for Herlinda Robles, Mary Smith, Albert
Palacios, Edward Wachel, Joey Bernal, Joe Bernal,
Wal’Dean Lundquist, Fr. Gary Rickles, Edward D. Palacios, Joe Lopez, Maria Garcia, Ladd Puskus, David
Gonzalez, Vicki Farias, Nell Turk, Rosie Yznaga, Teresa
Mills, Joe Lozano, Sr., Angeles Sullivan, Tim Hellstein,
Leroy Marchan, Geraldine Christensen, Kathy Strader,
Daniel Vasquez, Rosa Harness, Randy Hanks, Jeanette
Tilley, Marisol Leyva & family, Marisol Luna, Pete &
Juanita Sanchez, Betty Flynn, Orville Burgess, Edward
Salinas, Marlene Orellana, Humberto Villalobos, Kathy &
Mark McBride, Robert & Margaret Espinoza, Romela
Nolan, Renee Cortez, Aurelia Hinojosa, Cathy Hanzelka,
Msgr. Boli Zientek, Gayle Phillips, Jane Middleton, Rosa
Reyes, Deacon Tom & Pat Lewis, Irene Templet, Preston Wolf, Marcos Vasquez, Gavin Binkley, Red Cornejo,
Linda Jaramillo, Deacon Merce Leal, Sue Crockett, Ben
Munoz, Diana Ortiz, Bob Davis, Janet Hoffpauir, Nick
Martin, Barry Armstrong, and those requesting prayer via
our web site.
Remember Our Shut-Ins Lydia Rubio, Trinidad Arrindon,
Elida Peterson, and those battling terminal illness and the
residents of LaPorte Care Center and Parson’s House

Please Pray for the Repose of the Souls of Leo
Kilpatrick and Jane Middleton
Our Sympathy to Blanche Kilpatrick and family on
the loss of her husband, Leo and the family of Jane
Middleton
Please Note: Names on our “Please Pray For” list are left
on for four weeks. If someone needs to be put back on the
prayer list or added please call the office.

Please Remember to Pray

If you are in need of a rosary repair, please bring
them by the office. Repairs are only $5.00. you can
also request a special design or color if you would
like a rosary. The money is donated back to the
church.

RCIA Class Thursday
6pm Rosary Hall

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Who should do the full RCIA program? If
you are not baptized or were baptized in another Christian denomination and are interested in possibly becoming Catholic, RCIA is for
you. If you are a baptized Catholic adult who
needs First Holy communion and confirmation, then you should attend RCIA to receive
those sacraments. Coming once (or twice… or
more) obligates you to NOTHING.
For additional information about RCIA
call the office or email Tracy, stmarysrcia@yahoo.com.

Diocesan Services Fund

Cardinal DiNardo invites every Catholic in our
Archdiocese to Walk in the Light of Christ and help
our ministries teach, evangelize and worship. Last
year your donations provided help to over 60
ministries that serve thousands and thousands of our
brothers and sisters. Please pray about your DSF 2021
gift and fill out and submit an envelope located in
your pew or visit www.archgh.org/dsf to make your
gift online.

Parish Goal 2021
$52,000.00

Amount Paid: $11,858.00
Total # of Participants 57
St. Mary’s is responsible for the above amount,
even if we do not reach our goal. Can you help?
We now have new donor incentives from the
Archdiocese.
• If you are a first time donor, half of the amount
you donate will stay here at St. Mary’s, even before we reach our goal.
• At the end of the year, whatever church in the
Archdiocese has the greatest percentage increase
in their participants will receive a check for
$5,000.

Texas Catholic Herald
Check out the new digital edition of the Texas
Catholic Herald! Read the latest issue online
now at https://www.archgh.org/digitaleditions.

Altar Flowers 2021

Church Sanctuary Candle
In Loving Memory of Patrice Ward
By Jan Hughes
Flower Dates Available
May 1/2, 8/9, 15/16, 22/23, 29/30
June 5/6, 12/13, 19/20, 26/27
Please contact Rose Kolenc 713-202-3283 or
rose_kolenc@yahoo.com to reserve your dates.
Thank You...

A very special thank you to all of the ladies and
volunteers who helped clean and decorate the church
for Easter. We could not have done it with out each
and every one of you. Your gift of Time/Talent is a gift
to our Church.

~ Everyone Welcome ~
Altar Society Meeting April 13
Rosary Hall, @ 6:30pm

Contact for the Altar Society is Sharon Ramos @ 281
-451-9593, President.

Activities for the Week

Sunday, April 11: CCE, EDGE, Life Teen
Monday, April 12: Rosary for Life Chapel 7pm
Tuesday, April 13: Altar Society Mtg. RH 6:30pm
Thursday, April 15: RCIA

Remembering our call to Stewardship As
Catholics, we believe that all we have is a gift
from God. Our response in faith is to offer
these gifts back to God in gratitude. With gifts
of prayer, we pray for our nation, Church and
our parishes. With gifts of treasure, we support our parishes even when we cannot be
there in person. Make a gift to your parish
through our Online Giving account posted on
our website.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-9; Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:3136
Friday:
Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19;
Jn 6:16-21
Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4:2, 4, 7-9;
1 Jn 2:1-5a; Lk 24:35-48

Calling all fiber arts enthusiasts!

St. Joseph’s Chapel

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is held on
Tuesday from 12noon to Thursday at 8:30am.. If you
would like to schedule a weekly Holy Hour or be
placed on the substitute list, please call the office.

Can you sew? With a machine or by hand? Can
you embroider by hand or with a machine? Do
you weave? Spin? Dye? Tat? Make lace? Or
would you like to learn any of those skills? St.
Mary's is looking/wants to hear from you!! We
are looking to renovate our vestments, our altar A CHEERFUL GIVER
A cheerful giver does not count the cost of what he
linens, and our altar decorations and we are
gives.
His heart is set on pleasing and cheering the one to
hoping to form a new ministry team to do that.
whom
Join our soon-to-be-formed Consecrated —St. Julianthe gift is given.
Needlework Society. Let's pool our talents, and
create beautiful hand worked vestments and
The Gabriel Project is designed to help
decorations for our liturgies. In the upcoming
women and teenagers who are in a crisis
weeks we will be updating you on our future
pregnancy. If you are in need of assisplans and meetings.
tance or know someone who is, please
Email: stmarysrcia@yahoo.com or contact the
contact Belinda @ 713-805-4961 or the
Church Office.
office.

CCE Today
Family Packet Pickup 9am—1pm

EDGE Class Today 2:15pm
Randy & Angie Tercero
randytercero@hotmail.com
713-826-0633

Life Teen Class Today 2pm
Shari 1208stmarylp@gmail.com

Please pray for Our Lady’s
intercession and protection for
this school year. Pray that the
Holy Spirit will guide teachers,
parents and the community in
support of the children of the
parish!

