St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
Archdiocese of Galveston Houston

816 Park Dr. La Porte, Texas 77571
281-471-2000 Fax:281-471-9365
Website:www.stmaryslaporte.com E-mail:stmaryslpcc@sbcglobal.net
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9:00 am -12:00 Noon
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Eucharistic Celebrations
Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. (Spanish)
1:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s Church
Monday (No Mass)
Tuesday & Wednesday – 12:00 noon
Thursday & Friday – 8:30 a.m.
Parish Staff
Rev. Tony A. Castro, Pastor
Deacon Hector Cantu
Deacon Stan Avallone
Bookkeeper-Nelda Shealy
Bulletin/Sacramental Records–
Cheryl Frobenius
Maintenance– Steve Regan
Parish Secretary-Jessica Jaramillo
C.C.E. Director - Shari Davis
C.C.E. Coordinator - Graciela Lopez
EDGE Coordinator-Randy Tercero
Life Teen Director-Shari Davis
RCIA - Tracy Avallone

Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of the month.
Classes are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Please come by the Parish Office to register or call for
more information.
Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Penance is offered on Saturdays, from
4:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. or by appointment.
Sacrament of Marriage
Please contact the Parish Office at least (6) six months
prior to your desired wedding date to arrange a meeting
with Father Tony or one of the Deacons. If you want
a Mass, you must call Father Tony.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Are you a non-Catholic who is interested in joining the
Catholic faith? Are you a baptized Catholic who has
never received the sacraments of 1st Communion and
Confirmation? If your answer is yes to either of these
questions, call the Parish Office.
Sacrament of First Reconciliation/First Communion
First Reconciliation/Communion candidates must be
baptized, at least in the second grade, and have been
attending CCE classes for at least TWO full years prior to
entering into sacramental preparation. Adults will be
referred to the RCIA program.
Sacrament of Confirmation
Confirmation is a separate more intensive examination of
the faith and our responsibilities as practicing Catholics.
Confirmands will meet once per month in addition to
attending Life Teen faithfully, both one full year prior to
the beginning Sacramental preparation and during the
preparation year (no more than three absences either
year). Parents/Sponsors will also be required to attend
once per month meetings. Confirmation candidates must
have
previously received the Sacraments of Baptism
and First Holy Communion. A habit of attending weekly
Mass is required for both years. Please, note the above
represents the minimum requirements. Adults will be
referred to the RCIA program.

Vision Statement

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception is a Catholic Community of Believers
called to serve Christ by gathering together at the Lord’s Table in worship and
praise, by serving our brothers and sisters in Christ, and by being a welcoming
beacon of light to all. We are many parts, yet one body in Christ.

Saturday, January 8:
5:30pm
People of the Parish
Sunday, January 9:
9:00am
Hope Frobenius Birthday Celebration
By: Family
11:00am
Otilia Romero†
By: Valencia Family
1:00pm
Florance Grudziecke†
By: Amy King
Tuesday, January 11:
12:00pm
Corey Saenz†
By: Family
Wednesday, January 12:
12:00 Noon
Special Intention for the Israel Espinoza Family
By: Family
Thursday, January 13:
8:30am
Patricia Holzinger†
By: Tom Bogner
Friday, January 14:
8:30am
Ronald Johnston†
By: Johnston Family
Saturday, January 15:
5:30pm
Aaron Binkley†
By: Heasty Family
Sunday, January 16:
9:00am
Lydia Ramirez†
By: Campos Family
11:00am
Special Intention for the Garza Family
By: Lopez-Garza Family
1:00pm
People of the Parish

~ Parishioner Updates ~
2021 Tax Statements

If you have changed your address, phone number or
marital status, please contact the parish office as soon
as possible. If we do not have your correct contact
information, it will cause a delay in receiving your
tax donation letters for 2021 by the end of January.
Tax statements will only be mailed out to those who
have donated $250. or more during the 2021 calendar
year. If you have donated less, but would like a
statement, please call the office.

Please Note for 2021

Any donations received after December 31 will be
posted to your 2022 statement. In order to receive a
statement, you must be registered in our parish.
Forms for 2022 are available in the office or in the
foyer of the Church. If you have done sacraments
here at the Church, you are not automatically
registered in the parish. If you are not sure if you are
registered, please call the office.

~ 2022 Calendars Now Available ~

Offertory Christmas Eve/Christmas Day
$6,499.00

Offertory December 25/26, 2021
$4,623.00
New Year’s Eve/New Year’s Day
$963.00
Offertory January 1/2, 2022
$5,246.00
December Online Giving Donations
$8,153.15
December Additional Miscellaneous Donations
$10,752.00
If you would like to send your
weekly
donations, please visit St. Mary’s website and go to
the Online Giving Icon or mail them to St. Mary’s,
816 Park Dr., La Porte, TX 77571.
www.stmaryslaporte.com
Thank you for your ongoing support!

Adult Confirmation Class

If you have been baptized, have received your First
Communion but need to be confirmed, we will be
having Adult Confirmation Classes on Sundays @
2pm in the Parish Hall Conf. Rm for five weeks,
starting Sunday, March 6. Due to the limited
sessions, you will not be able to sign up late. Please
contact the office if you would like to attend or have
any questions. Deacon Hector will be teaching the
classes.

St. Joseph’s Chapel

Please prayerfully consider answering God’s call to
spend time with Him in prayer in the new year.
Scheduled Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is
held on Tuesday from 12noon to Thursday at
8:30am.
Please call the office if you would like to be put on
our sub list or are able to sign up for specific Holy
Hour each week.

Samaritan Telephone Tree Updating

If you would like to be notified when there will
be a Funeral service here at St. Mary’s please call
the office. If you have not received a call
recently, you will need to contact us to be placed
on the current/updated list.

Dear parish family,

Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord

We are now in full swing of the New Year and new things are coming our way.
About three weeks
ago I sent Christmas greetings in mail with some “heads up” of important news in our parish. The big ones
are about the projects which are in progress right now.
One is the drainage of our church parking lots. When heavy rains come we had issues of water retention on grounds. And thus the work to improve the drainage has started. This is why you see the heavy
equipments on church grounds these days.
But the main one is the total replacement of the 60+ years old flat roof of St. Mary’s parish hall and
offices. It has caused us issues many times in the past. Some months ago water leaks damaged the air ducts
of the hall. It is covered by the insurance. However the insurance deferred the payment of the damaged
ducts until roof is changed. Hence we are compelled to do what is necessary.
We are granted loan by the Archdiocese for our projects payable in 4 years (3% interest rate). Hence
our yearly Bazaar income will be applied to pay the loan. Of course Bazaar money would not be enough and
needs extra support from the generosity of the parish family. I thank some few of our parishioners for their
generous Christmas giving to our church and yes of course in the long run we need more.
The archdiocese is involved in the roofing project providing us concrete guidance and directions of the
specifics of the bidding which is going on. Actual work may commence in some weeks ahead after the bidding process is completed. We have to do it right.
With the season of Christmas ended, we commenced the First Sunday of Ordinary Time celebrating
the feast of the Baptism of the Lord - the moment when the Lord began his public life and initiated his mission to redeem us proclaiming about the kingdom of God. We are reminded that our journey of faith commences at our own baptism when we ceased to be mere human beings and became the sons and daughters of
God.
With this feast of the baptism of the Lord, the church challenges us to reflect once again our dignity
as baptized Christians, our responsibility that goes with our dignity, and our mission as partakers & proclaimers of the Good News of the kingdom.
By the way, the Cardinal has lifted the dispensation for the Sunday obligation in our Archdiocese
started last Sunday. However the obligation is not morally binding for those who find it impossible to attend
Mass, e.g., due to illness, advanced age, caring for a sick person, or being at high-risk for contracting COVID
-19 (cf. Canon, 1248). We can’t go on forever just watching the Mass online like watching a movie. We
cannot eat a “virtual” Sacred Meal - we have to be in person to participate the Eucharistic banquet.
Blessings to all and have a good and safe week!

•

•

Mass Intentions can be scheduled by calling
the office at anytime. If you are wanting a
specific date, please be sure to call well in
advance of the date you would like to request.
The stipend to schedule a Mass is $5.00.
The Sanctuary Candles in the Church/Chapel
can also burn in memory of a loved one or for
a special intention. The Altar Society uses
these funds in order to purchase candles and
supplies for the church.
Votive Candles are located in the foyer of the
church. If you would like to light a candle in
memory of someone or for a special intention,
any monetary donation is greatly appreciated.
The Altar Society uses these funds to purchase
additional candles for the church and chapel.

Fr. Tony
The Gabriel Project is designed to help women and
teenagers who are in a crisis pregnancy. If you are in
need of assistance or know someone who is, please
contact Belinda @ 713-805-4961 or the Church
Office.
TURNING THE TIDE
When everything goes against you, till it seems as
though you could not hold on a minute longer, never give
up then, for that is just the place and time that the tide will
turn.
—Harriet Beecher Stowe

Pope’s Prayer Intention for January

For true human fraternity:

We pray for all those suffering from religious
discrimination and persecution; may their own rights
and dignity be recognized, which originate from
being brothers and sisters in the human family.

Querida familia parroquial, Solemnidad del Bautismo del Señor
Ahora estamos en pleno apogeo del Año Nuevo y se avecinan cosas nuevas. Hace unas tres semanas
envié felicitaciones de Navidad por correo con algunas noticias importantes en nuestra parroquia. Los más
importantes se refieren a los proyectos que están en curso en este momento.
Uno es el drenaje de los estacionamientos de nuestra iglesia. Cuando llegan las fuertes lluvias,
tuvimos problemas de retención de agua en el terreno. Y así ha comenzado el trabajo para mejorar el drenaje.
Es por eso que ves los equipos pesados en los terrenos de la iglesia en estos días.
Pero el principal es el reemplazo total del techo plano de más de 60 años del salón y las oficinas de la
parroquia de St. Mary. Nos ha causado problemas muchas veces en el pasado. Hace unos meses, las
filtraciones de agua dañaron los conductos de aire del salón. Está cubierto por el seguro. Sin embargo, el
seguro aplazó el pago de los conductos dañados hasta que se cambie el techo. Por tanto, nos vemos obligados
a hacer lo necesario.
La Arquidiócesis nos concede préstamos para nuestros proyectos pagaderos en 4 años (tasa de interés
del 3%). Por lo tanto, nuestros ingresos anuales del Bazar se aplicarán para pagar el préstamo. Por supuesto,
el dinero del Bazar no sería suficiente y necesita un apoyo adicional de la generosidad de la familia
parroquial. Agradezco a algunos de nuestros feligreses por su generosa donación navideña a nuestra iglesia y
sí, por supuesto, a la larga, necesitamos más.
La arquidiócesis está involucrada en el proyecto de techado y nos proporciona una guía concreta y
direcciones de los detalles de la licitación que se está llevando a cabo. El trabajo real puede comenzar en
algunas semanas después de que se complete el proceso de licitación. Tenemos que hacerlo bien.
Con el final de la temporada navideña, comenzamos el Primer Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
celebrando la fiesta del Bautismo del Señor, el momento en que el Señor comenzó su vida pública e inició su
misión de redimirnos proclamando el reino de Dios. Se nos recuerda que nuestro viaje de fe comienza en
nuestro propio bautismo cuando dejamos de ser solamente seres humanos y nos convertimos en hijos e hijas
de Dios.
Con esta fiesta del bautismo del Señor, la iglesia nos desafía a reflejar una vez más nuestra
dignidad como cristianos bautizados, nuestra responsabilidad que va con nuestra dignidad y nuestra misión
como participantes y proclamadores de la Buena Nueva del reino.
Por cierto, el Cardenal ha levantado la dispensa para la obligación dominical en nuestra
Arquidiócesis iniciada el domingo pasado. Sin embargo, la obligación no es moralmente vinculante para
aquellos a quienes les resulta imposible asistir a misa, por ejemplo, debido a una enfermedad, edad avanzada,
cuidado de una persona enferma o que tienen un alto riesgo de contraer COVID-19 (cf. Canon, 1248). . No
podemos seguir eternamente viendo la misa en línea como si estuviéramos viendo una película. No podemos
comer una comida sagrada “virtual”, tenemos que estar en persona para participar del banquete eucarístico.
Bendiciones a todos y que tengan una buena y segura semana! P. Tony

Baptismal Information
Baptism classes are currently being held each month. Spanish baptism classes and baptisms are currently on an as
needed basis. Special arrangements can be made by contacting the office.
Baptisms are held the 2nd Sunday of each month after the
1pm Mass. If you are planning to baptize here, you will
need to contact the office and fill out a registration form.
We will also need to make a copy of the child’s birth certificate from the state. After you register, you may sign up
for a baptism class, currently held the second Tuesday of
each month at 7pm.
If you do not live in La Porte, you must be a registered,
active member of St Mary’s to baptize your child here. You
cannot register in our parish only to baptize your child.
Please call the office to make arrangements to do the necessary paperwork.

Texas Catholic Herald

Check out the new digital edition of the Texas Catholic Herald! Read the latest issue online now at https://
www.archgh.org/digital editions.

Spiritual Direction

Feeling stuck in your faith? Deeper intimacy with
Our Lord Is possible. With gentle encouragement
from a spiritual director and your commitment of
30-60 minutes a day you can enter into a deeper
relationship with Our Lord than you ever thought
possible. Spiritual direction can help you learn
to pray better. Interested in spiritual direction?
Due to COVID Spiritual Direction is available
via Zoom. Contact Tracy: stmarysrcia@yahoo.com

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19; Mk 1:14‑20
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Mk 1:21‑28
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10;
Mk 1:29‑39
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25;
Mk 1:40‑45
Friday:
1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19; Mk 2:1‑12
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Ps 21:2-7;
Mk 2:13‑17
Sunday:
Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-10; 1 Cor 12:4-11;
Jn 2:1-11

Rosary for Life
Monday, January 10th

Please join us in praying the Holy
Rosary, asking
for our Blessed Mother’s intercession for the unborn,
elderly, disabled, sick and all special intentions in
St. Joseph’s Chapel @ 7:00pm.

IGNITE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Parish Goal $469,301.00
Amount Pledged: $232,150.95
(48.20 % of Goal)
Amount Paid: $167,200.08 (17.41%)
Total # of Participants 72

Our Faith, Our Mission Begins!

Addressing the Short and Long-term Needs of
Our Church and those God calls us to serve.
We seek to raise over $150 million over the next 4
years to prepare our faith family for the future. At its
heart, this campaign is about supporting our future
by focusing on our parishes, our future priests,
Catholic Education and Faith Formation as well as
Rebuilding in Light of Harvey and ensuring a future
Disaster Fund.
Please prayerfully consider your commitment!

RCIA… Classes

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Who should do the full RCIA program? If you are
not baptized or were baptized in
another Christian
denomination and are interested in possibly becoming
Catholic, RCIA is for you. If you are a baptized
Catholic adult who needs First Holy communion and
confirmation, then you should attend RCIA to receive
those sacraments. Coming once (or twice… or more)
obligates you to NOTHING.
For additional information about RCIA call the
office or email Tracy, stmarysrcia@yahoo.com.

The Lighthouse Catholic Media Kiosks…

In the foyer of the Church there are several books and
DVD’s of informational material designed to help
us grow in our faith. Go by and check them out!

Rachel’s

Vineyard

Retreat

The Office of Pro-Life Activities will offer the next
Rachel’s Vineyard retreat for post-abortion healing
on the weekend of February 18-20. This retreat is
part of Project Rachel’s ministry. All inquiries and
registrations are strictly confidential. To register or
for more information, please contact the Office of Pro
-Life Activities at 713-741-8728 or email
at jkfritsch@archgh.org.
BAPTISMAL DEATH AND RESURRECTION
As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, we also
honor our own baptism as our initiation into the Christian
life and community. In the Gospel, the baptism of Jesus,
with his immersion and then emergence from the water,
points to his later submission to God at his death, and his
emergence from the grave at his resurrection. This pattern
of death and resurrection is our path too, as followers of
Jesus. Throughout life, often in small ways, we learn to
surrender our limited and self-centered agendas. This
surrender often feels like death. The sacrament of Baptism
ritually enacts this pattern to remind us of Jesus’ death and
resurrection, so that we too might embrace the deaths and
resurrections of our own lives. As Jesus emerged from the
water, he encountered his Father and the Holy Spirit. Like
Jesus, we can know we are God’s beloved, empowered by
the Spirit. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Texas Rally for Life

The Office of Pro-Life Activities will offer
transportation to Austin, TX for the annual Texas
Rally for Life event on Saturday, January 22, 2022.
January 2022 marks 49 years since Roe v. Wade.
Join thousands of Texans march in support for each
human life! The trip cost is $40 and includes a Bucee’s stop to and from Austin. Reserve your spot on
the bus by registering at https://cvent.me/kkXL2Z or
call the Office of Pro-Life activities at 713-7418728.

National Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of the Unborn

January 22 marks the 49th anniversary of the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade. The USCCB
has designated January 22 as a National Day of
Prayer for the Legal Protection of the Unborn. To
commemorate this day, the Offices of Pro-Life
Activities and Worship will host a morning of prayer
at the Co-Cathedral from 8:30 a.m. to noon. A time
of Adoration, reflection and prayer will be offered
from 8:30-10:30 a.m., followed by Mass celebrated
by Cardinal DiNardo. Parishes are invited to schedule a 15-minute time slot to lead prayer for the assembled faithful during Eucharistic Adoration. Contact Julie at the Office of Pro-Life Activities at 713741-8728 or jkfritsch@archgh.org to register for a
time or with any questions.

Please Pray for Our Troops and ...

Velma Talkington, Scooter Hanson,
George Lopez, Sara Andrews, Craig Wade,
Dave & Cindy Schmitz, Ann DuBois,
Raelynd, Becky Smith, Dianne Lemons,
Peggy & Erica Hargens, Ruth Christian & family, Bob
& Barbara Jennings, Robert D. Lowine, Wes & Miles
Sarbacker, Beth & Carl Herz, Katherine Reichley &
family, Don & Allie Faye Matthews, Cathy Eberle,
Carol Bom, Douglas Kempf, Rosie & Yolanda Galindo, Belinda Pena Lara, Anna Burgess, Alms Rendon,
Deacon Dennis & Molly Hickey, Geraldine Ruppert,
John Hesch, Laurie Drew, Isabelle Calvillo, Monica &
Jeff Harville, Benny Garza, Nicky Espinoza, Jeannie
Light, Isaac Aaron Torres, Daniel Miguel Saul,
Alfredo Cariaga, Hamid H. Khan, Amber Sander,
Edward Wachel, Benita & Dean Smithson, Beverly
Zann White
Continue to Pray for Miguel Campos, Rebecca
Guzman, Jessica Salazar, Mose Davis, Maia Alicia
Hodges, Lucy Morrison, Josh Lara, Charles Schoppe,
Allen Hayes, Maria Garcia, Charlie Jenkins, Mary
Smith, Albert & Christina Palacios, Joey Bernal, Joe
Bernal, Fr. Gary Rickles, Edward D. Palacios, Ladd
Puskus, David Gonzalez, Vicki Farias, Nell Turk, Rosie Yznaga, Teresa Mills, Joe Lozano, Sr., Angeles
Sullivan, Leroy Marchan, Geraldine Christensen,
Kathy Strader, Daniel Vasquez, Rosa Harness, Randy
Hanks, Jeanette Tilley, Marisol Leyva & family,
Marisol Luna, Pete & Juanita Sanchez, Betty Flynn,
Orville Burgess, Edward Salinas, Marlene Orellana,
Humberto Villalobos, Kathy & Mark McBride, Robert
& Margaret Espinoza, Romela Nolan, Renee Cortez,
Aurelia Hinojosa, Cathy Hanzelka, Msgr. Boli Zientek
Gayle Phillips, Rosa Reyes, Deacon tom & Pat Lewis,
Preston Wolf, Marcos Vasquez, Gavin Binkley, Red
Cornejo, Linda Jaramillo, Deacon Merce Leal, Sue
Crockett, Ben Munoz, Diana Ortiz, Janet Hoffpauir,
Nick Martin and those requesting prayer via our
website.
Remember Our Shut-Ins Lydia Rubio, Trinidad
Arrindon, Elida Peterson, and those battling terminal
illness and the residents of LaPorte Care Center and
Parson’s House
Please Pray for the Repose of the Soul of Randy
Hanks and Rodney Glenn Melton
Our Sympathy to Mary Hanks and family on the loss
of her husband, Randy, and Leslie Melton and family
on the loss of her husband, Rodney
Please Note: Names on our “Please Pray For” list
are left on for four weeks. If someone needs to be put
back on the prayer list or added, please call the
office.

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store

Store Hours:
Mon., Tues., and Wed., 9-11am
All proceeds are used to help the needy in
our community with their rent and utility
bills. If you or someone you know, who
lives in La Porte, is in need of assistance, please call
or have them call the office to make an appointment.
We see clients on Tues. & Thurs.

Thank you for your donations!

Volunteers can pick any day they are able to work. If
you can help, please call the office or contact Norma
@ 281-471-1752.

Altar Flowers

Available Dates
January 15/16, 22/23, 29/30
February 5/6, 12/13, 19/20, 26,27
April 23/24, 30/May 1,
If you would like to place flowers on the Altar during
2022, please contact Rose Kolenc 713-202-3283 or
rose_kolenc@yahoo.com to reserve your dates.
Church Sanctuary Candle
Special Intention for Christina Palacios
By: Heasty Family

Chapel Sanctuary Candle
Special Intention for Emily Huston
By: Heasty Family
THE CATHOLIC CLERICAL STUDENT FUND
is a fund set up to help maintain the Seminary
where our young men live while they are studying to
become priests. Enrollment cards are available for
any special occasion @ $3.00 per person, $10.00
per family or $25.00 for a perpetual enrollment. For
information or to do an enrollment please come by
the office or contact the Altar Society, Jan Hughes
@ 281-402-5401.

Altar Society Meeting January 11th
6:30pm, Rosary Hall

January Altar Duty Assignments
Laundry ~ Jan Hughes
Altar Duty ~ Mary Edwards
Contact Sharon Ramos, President @ 281-451-9593

Family Faith Formation
All adults of the parish are welcome!
It is FAMILY faith formation!

January 9, 2022
10:00 –11:00 AM—Rosary Hall
EDGE
January 9th @ 2:15 PM
Life Teen
January 9th @ 2:00PM
Community Service
***Volunteer to prepare food
for the homeless at Magnificat
House on January 15
from 8:00am until 12:00pm.
EDGE ~ Randy & Angie Tercero randytercero@hotmail.com
713-826-0633
Life Teen ~ Shari 1208stmarylp@gmail.com

