St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
Archdiocese of Galveston Houston

816 Park Dr. La Porte, Texas 77571
281-471-2000 Fax:281-471-9365
Website:www.stmaryslaporte.com E-mail:stmaryslpcc@sbcglobal.net
Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of the month.
Parish Office Hours
Classes are held as needed, according to instructor availability. Please come by the Parish Office to register or call for
Monday - Friday
more information.
9:00 am -12:00 Noon
Reconciliation
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
The Sacrament of Penance is offered on Saturdays, from
4:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. or by appointment.
Sacrament of Marriage
Please contact the Parish Office at least (6) six months priEucharistic Celebrations
or to your desired wedding date to arrange a meeting with
Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
Father Tony or one of the Deacons. If you want a Mass,
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
you must call Father Tony.
11:00 a.m. (Spanish)
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
1:00 p.m.
Are you a non-Catholic who is interested in joining the
Catholic faith? Are you a baptized Catholic who has
St. Mary’s Church
never received the sacraments of 1st Communion and
Monday (No Mass)
Confirmation? If your answer is yes to either of these
Tuesday & Wednesday – 12:00 noon questions, call the Parish Office.
Thursday & Friday – 8:30 a.m.
Sacrament of First Reconciliation/First Communion
First Reconciliation/Communion candidates must be
baptized, at least in the second grade, and have been
atParish Staff
tending CCE classes for at least TWO full years prior to enRev. Tony A. Castro, Pastor
tering into sacramental preparation. Adults will be
reDeacon Hector Cantu
ferred to the RCIA program.
Deacon Stan Avallone
Sacrament of Confirmation
Confirmation is a separate more intensive examination of the
Bookkeeper-Nelda Shealy
faith and our responsibilities as practicing Catholics. ConBulletin/Sacramental Records–
firmands will meet once per month in addition to attendCheryl Frobenius
ing Life Teen faithfully, both one full year prior to the beMaintenance– Steve Regan
ginning Sacramental preparation and during the
prepaParish Secretary-Jessica Jaramillo ration year (no more than three absences either year). Parents/Sponsors will also be required to attend once per month
meetings. Confirmation candidates must have
previously
C.C.E. Director - Shari Davis
received the Sacraments of Baptism and First Holy ComC.C.E. Coordinator - Graciela
munion. A habit of attending weekly Mass is required for
Lopez
both years. Please, note the above represents the minimum
EDGE Coordinator-Randy Tercero requirements. Adults will be referred to the RCIA program.
Life Teen Director-Shari Davis

Vision Statement

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception is a Catholic Community of Believers
called to serve Christ by gathering together at the Lord’s Table in worship and
praise, by serving our brothers and sisters in Christ, and by being a welcoming
beacon of light to all. We are many parts, yet one body in Christ.

Fall Harvest

October 2nd ~ November 12
Saturday, September 24:
5:30pm
Christina Palacios†
By:Family
Sunday, September 25:
9:00am
Fatima Amper†
By:Larry Janda
11:00am
People of the Parish
1:00pm
Joe Chinolla Chew†
By:Rosa Chinolla
Tuesday, September 27:
12:00pm
Benjamin Wessell †
By:Mary Edwards
Wednesday, September 28:
12:00 pm
Joseph Anthony Garcia†
By:Family
Thursday, September 29:
8:30am
Special Intention Alejandreo Vasquez
By:Family
Friday, September 30:
8:30am
Fernando Jasso†
By:Family
Saturday, October 1:
5:30pm
Shelly Stokes†
By:Mary Smith
9:00am
People of the Parish
11:00am
Alfonso† & Olga† Valencia
By: Valencia Family
1:00pm
Maria Christina Palacios†
By:Griffiths Family

September 17, 18, 2022
Offertory $6,810.00
~ Archdiocese of Tororo Uganda 2nd Collection ~
Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Omunyokol
$5, 241.00

Additional August Deposits

Online Giving $7,219.75
Miscellaneous Deposits $5,160.00

If you would like to send your weekly
donations, please visit St. Mary’s website and
go to the Online Giving icon or mail them to
St. Mary’s, 816 Park Dr., La Porte, TX
77571.
www.stmaryslaporte.com
Thank you for your ongoing support!

Oct. 2nd ~ Spanish Prayer Group Tacos
Oct. 8 ~ KNIGHTS Fundraiser
Oct. 9 ~ Vendor Show 10am-3pm
Oct. 15/16 ~ Garage Sale ~ Jambalaya
Oct. 22 ~ Cash BINGO 6:30 ~ 9pm
Nov. 4th ~ Online Auction Begins
Nov. 6th ~ Kathy’s Famous Gumbo
Nov. 6th ~ Cash BINGO 2 ~ 4:30pm
Saturday, Nov. 12 ~ Raffle/Dance
Sunday, Nov. 13 ~ Online Auction Ends

***If you are

interested in hosting
an event for our Fall Harvest, contact
Randy: stmaryslaporte@gmail.com

Thank You Raffle Ticket
Sponsors!

Please sell your tickets. They are 100% profit
to our church now that all the raffle prizes
have been sponsored. Additional tickets are
available in the foyer/doors of the church. You
may return sold tickets in the collection or
turn them in at the office. Early bird drawing Sunday, October 2nd after the 1pm
Mass.

On line Auction Items
Needed
~~~~~~~~~~~
Accepting Donations of
Water & 12 Packs of Soda
Fall Harvest
Raffle/Dinner/Dance
Saturday, November 12th

Dear parish family,
26 Sunday C
Many things are going on in our parish this week and in the following weeks to come: St.
Mary Hall Roof replacement has now started, and the two big AC units will be installed (at this
writing, not yet, maybe by this Sunday are already there), and the upcoming renovations of the offices.
Our church projects are, of course, not in our regular budget. And we already had a granted
loan to fund the ongoing projects, but also it is through the Fundraising efforts that we hope to offset
these expenditures. As a church, we rely on the generosity of all the parish family members, such as
you.
We are the stewards of the upkeep of the church and its needs. We are so grateful for the
many in our parish that are keenly aware of this and participate actively in church life.
Our lives revolve around the results of our choices. The most important choice is the
choice to love or not to love. The rich man in the Gospel reading this Sunday chose not to love. He
did not want to sacrifice himself to the slightest degree for the poor man, Lazarus, who sat starving
at his doorway.
His choice in life was to be selfish. When death came, the rich man went to a place of torment, burning with thirst and racked with hunger. While Lazarus, on the other hand, was carried by
the angels to the bosom of Abraham. In eternal life, an impossible distance separated the rich man
from Lazarus, and the rich man’s irrevocable grim destiny was his own choice and making.
The Gospel is neither a condemnation of wealth and riches nor a glorification of poverty.
The point of the parable is that the rich man had every opportunity and means to help Lazarus, who
was right in front of his door gate and whom he could see daily. But he didn’t do that and was selfish and blinded by his comfort. That was what he was condemned about - his insensitivity and wasted opportunity to save himself and others.
There is no turning back when we die. We pass in this transient world only once, but God
gives us a lifelong opportunity to pass to eternity by the way we live in love. The rich man in the
parable realizes too late that there is life to come where the criteria for happiness and wealth are not
about what we have but about how we love and use what we have for love.
In the bigger picture, let us examine how we are using what God has given us. Have we
used our time, talents, money, and abilities for His greater glory? How we use these gifts in this
passing world, including God’s greatest gift to us, our life, determines our place before Him in the
life to come. Let us remember that all we have now is God’s gift to us, and how we use them is our
gift back to God.
Blessings to all and have a good week.
Fr. Tony

St. Hyacinth Life Chain
Sunday, October 2nd
1:30—3pm
Starting in Guyot Hall
Check in at 1pm
Lawn chairs and umbrellas welcome.

We are seeking coordinators to help recruit and
lead our prayerful presence along Center Street
for Life Chain 2022. Meeting on September 21
and 27 at St. Hyacinth. Contact Raul @ 832-2627795 if you would like to join us.

Readings of the Week
Monday:Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd-3, 6-7; Lk 9:46-50
Tuesday: Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23; Ps 88:2-8;
Lk 9:51-56
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Ps 88:10bc-15;
Lk 9:57-62
Thursday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a;
Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51
Friday:Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Ps 139:1-3, 7-10,
13-14ab; Lk 10:13-16
Saturday:Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Ps 119:66, 71, 75,
91, 125, 130; Lk 10:17-24
Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;
2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10

Querida familia parroquial,

Domingo 26 C

Muchas cosas están sucediendo en nuestra parroquia esta semana y en las próximas semanas: el reemplazo del techo de St. Mary Hall ya comenzó, y se instalarán las dos grandes unidades de aire acondicionado (al momento de escribir esto, todavía no, tal vez para este domingo estén ya allí), y las próximas reformas de las oficinas.
Los proyectos de nuestra iglesia, por supuesto, no están en nuestro presupuesto regular. Y ya teníamos un préstamo otorgado para financiar los proyectos en curso, pero también es a través de los esfuerzos de
recaudación de fondos que esperamos compensar estos gastos. Como iglesia, confiamos en la generosidad
de todos los miembros de la familia parroquial, como usted.
Somos los mayordomos del mantenimiento de la iglesia y sus necesidades. Estamos muy agradecidos
por los muchos en nuestra parroquia que están muy conscientes de esto y participan activamente en la vida
de la iglesia.
Nuestras vidas giran en torno a los resultados de nuestras elecciones. La elección más importante
es la elección de amar o no amar. El rico del Evangelio de este domingo eligió no amar. No quería sacrificarse en lo más mínimo por el pobre hombre, Lázaro, que estaba sentado hambriento en su puerta.
Su elección en la vida fue ser egoísta. Cuando llegó la muerte, el hombre rico fue a un lugar de
tormento, ardiendo de sed y atormentado por el hambre. Mientras que Lázaro, por su parte, fue llevado por
los ángeles al seno de Abraham. En la vida eterna, una distancia imposible separaba al hombre rico de Lázaro, y el destino sombrío e irrevocable del hombre rico era su propia elección y decisión.
El Evangelio no es ni una condena de las riquezas y dinero; ni una glorificación de la pobreza. El
punto de la parábola es que el hombre rico tenía todas las oportunidades y medios para ayudar a Lázaro,
quien estaba justo frente de su puerta y a quien podía ver todos los días. Pero no hizo eso y fue egoísta y cegado por su comodidad. Eso fue lo que lo condenó: su insensibilidad y su oportunidad desperdiciada para
salvarse a sí mismo y a los demás.
No hay vuelta atrás cuando morimos. Pasamos en este mundo transitorio solo una vez, pero Dios
nos da una oportunidad de por vida para pasar a la eternidad por la forma en que vivimos en el amor. El
hombre rico de la parábola se da cuenta demasiado tarde de que hay una vida por venir donde los criterios
para la felicidad y la riqueza no se basan en lo que tenemos sino en cómo amamos y usamos lo que tenemos
para amar.
En el panorama general, examinemos cómo estamos usando lo que Dios nos ha dado. ¿Hemos usado nuestro tiempo, talentos, dinero y habilidades para Su mayor gloria? La forma en que usamos estos dones
en este mundo pasajero, incluido el mayor regalo de Dios para nosotros, nuestra vida, determina nuestro lugar ante Él en la vida venidera. Recordemos que todo lo que tenemos ahora es un regalo de Dios para nosotros, y cómo los usamos es nuestro regalo para Dios.
Bendiciones a todos y que tengan una buena semana.

Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center
“Rise Up in Christs Love”
~ Men’s Retreat ~
January 6, 7 & 8, 2022

Text Ruben
information.

@

713-858-0154

for

additional

Want to Stay Connected?
Now Available on Twitter

@StmarysLP
Www.stmaryslaporte.com

Padre Tony

Spiritual Direction

Feeling stuck in your faith? Deeper intimacy with
Our Lord Is possible. With gentle encouragement
from a spiritual director and your commitment of
30-60 minutes a day you can enter into a deeper
relationship with Our Lord than you ever thought
possible. Spiritual direction can help you learn to
pray better. Contact Tracy: stmarysrcia@yahoo.com
The Gabriel Project is designed to
help women and teenagers who
are in a crisis pregnancy. If you
are in need of assistance or know
someone who is, please contact
Belinda @ 713-805-4961 or the
Office.

Activities of the Week

Sun. Sept. 25: Life Teen 2pm, EDGE 2:15pm
Tues. Sept. 27: Bible Study 6:30pm
Wed. Sept. 28: Bible Study 9:15am
Thurs. Sept. 29:RCIA/Sacraments Bible Study –
Rosary Hall Conference Room 6pm
Fri., Sept. 30: Spanish Prayer Group RH 7pm

St. Joseph’s Chapel
Scheduled
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is held Tuesday from 12noon to
Thursday at 8:30am.
Please call the office if you would like to
sign up for a specific hour each week or be
placed on our sub list.
A very special thank you to those who have recently
signed up for a Holy Hour or asked to be put on our
sub list.

CARE FOR EACH OTHER
Don’t delude yourselves, Jesus says through the
parable of the rich man and Lazarus. We really are
supposed to care for others. It is not enough to go to
Mass and occasionally serve at a parish or outreach
function. We cannot remain complacent and consider
ourselves followers of Jesus. No matter how much or
how little material wealth we have, we always have
something to give—our time and attention, care, and,
when possible, our money. The way we treat and care
for others, especially the poor and vulnerable, is the
manner in which we show our love of God. As disciples, we must “pursue righteousness, devotion, faith,
love, patience, and gentleness.” Jesus calls us to see
and respond to the least among us, because, as God’s
children, we are all part of one another.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Such a Blessing!
Thank you to all who attended the Church
Picnic.
We were able to welcome new friends and enjoy
reconnecting with old friends.
It was AMAZING!
A special thank you to those who pitched in to
run games, dish up some food and watch over
some water fun!
Organizations who made it happen:
CCE, EDGE, Life Teen
Couples for Christ
Gabriel Project
Knights of Columbus
RCIA, Spanish Prayer Group

The St. John Paul II Foundation
invites all married and engaged couples to the eighth annual
Together in Holiness marriage conference
on Saturday, September 24, 2022 from 10:30 am – 6:00 pm
at St. Faustina Catholic Church in Fulshear, TX and
St. Ignatius of Loyola in Spring, TX.
Dynamic Presentations | Mass | Childcare
Eucharistic Adoration | Reconciliation
Featuring: Kevin and Lisa Cotter
Catholic Authors and Speakers
For more information, please visit togetherinholiness.org or
email TH@forlifeandfamily.org.
For more information, please visit togetherinholiness.org or
email TH@forlifeandfamily.org.

Pope’s Prayer Intention for September:

For the abolition of the death penalty
We pray that the death penalty, which attacks
the dignity of the human person, may be
legally abolished in every country.

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store

Mon., Tues., and Wed., 9-11am
Drop-off Room Open 7am to 8pm
If you or someone you know, who lives in La
Porte, is in need of assistance, please call or have
them call the office to make an appointment. We
see clients on Tuesday & Thursday mornings.

We are always looking for new volunteers.
Volunteers can pick any day they are able to work. If
you can help, please call the office or contact Norma
@ 281-471-1752.

Baptismal Information
Baptism classes are currently being held each month.
The next Spanish baptism date will be Saturday,
September 10 @ 10am. The next Spanish baptism
class will be Saturday, September 17 @ 10am.
English baptisms are held the 2nd Sunday of each
month after the 1pm Mass. English baptism classes
are held the second Tuesday of each month. If we do
not have anyone signed up in advance for a class, the
class will be cancelled.
If you are planning to baptize here, you will need to
contact the office and fill out a registration form. We
will also need to make a copy of the child’s birth
certificate from the state. After you register, you
may sign up for a baptism class.
If you do not live in La Porte, you must be a
registered, active member of St Mary’s to baptize
your child here. You cannot register in our parish
only to baptize your child. Please call the office to
make arrangements to do the necessary paperwork.

Please Pray for Our Troops
and Dolores Andrade, Emily Huston

James, Monica Rey Araujo, Ramon
Araujo, Carmen Zambrano,
Chase
Henscey, Michael Lesenski, Jeanie Phillips, Jose
Guerrero, Sara Elizabeth
Andrews, Jenny Matlock, Bianca Brog,
Minerva Longoria,
Felton Bernard, Tommy &
Hilda Phillips, Eve & Jim Buss, Son Shane and
family, Alan Coleman, Schafman Family, Diane
Phillips, Dena Michna, Craig Wade, Jennifer Wade,
Dave & Cindy Schmitz, Ann DuBois, Raelynd, Ash,
Becky Smith, Dianne Lemons, Peggy & Erica
Hargens, Ruth Christian & family, Bob & Barbara
Jennings, Lowine, Wes & Miles Sarbacker, Beth &
Carl Herz, Katherine Reichley, & family, Don &
Allie Faye Matthews, Cathy Eberle, Carol Bom,
Robert D., Jennifer & Ernie Bernet
Continue to Pray for Maria Miranda, Britton
Phillips, Lucille Schaider, Tim Hellstein, Miguel
Campos, Rebecca Guzman, Jessica Salazar, Mose
Davis, Maria Alicia Hodges, Josh Lara, Charles
Schoppe, Allen Hayes, Maria Garcia, Charlie
Jenkins, Fr. Gary Rickles, Edward D. Palacios,
Ladd Puskus, David Gonzalez, Nell Turk, Rosie
Yznaga, Teresa Mills, Joe Lozano, Sr., Leroy
Marchan, Geraldine Christensen, Daniel Vasquez,
Rosa Harness, Jeanette Tilley, Marisol Leyva &
family, Marisol Luna, Pete & Juanita Sanchez,
Orville Burgess, Marlene Orellana, Humberto
Villalobos, Kathy & Mark McBride,
Robert &
Margaret Espinoza, Romela Nolan, Renee Cortez,
Aurelia Hinojosa, Cathy Hanzelka, Gayle Phillips,
Rosa Reyes, Pat Lewis, Preston Wolf, Marcos
Vasquez, Gavin Binkley, Linda Jaramillo, Deacon
Merce Leal, Sue Crockett, Ben Munoz, Diana
Ortiz, Janet
Hoffpauir, Nick Martin and those
requesting prayer via our website.
Remember Our Shut-Ins Albert Palacios, Lydia
Rubio, Trinidad Arrindon, Elida Peterson, and those
battling terminal illness and the residents of LaPorte
Care Center and Parson’s House
Please Pray for the Repose of the Souls of Kathy
Strader and Dennis Swenson
Our Sympathy to the family of Kathy Strader and
Victoria Swenson and family on the loss of her
husband, Dennis
Please Note: Names on our “Please Pray For” list
are left on for four weeks. If someone needs to be put
back on the prayer list or added, please call the
office.

UNRECOGNIZABLE
All God’s angels come to us disguised.
—James Russell Lowell

Altar Flowers

September 24/25:
In Loving Memory of Carl Lundquist
By Family
2022 Available Flower Dates
Oct. 1/2, 8/9, 15/16, 29/30
Contact Rose Kolenc 713-202-3283 to reserve a date.
Church Sanctuary Candle
In Loving Memory of Carl Lundquist
By Family
Chapel Sanctuary Candle
In Loving Memory of Kathy Strader
September Altar Duty Assignments
Laundry ~ Valerie Conway
Altar Duty ~ Gloria Rinche

Please Join Us...

For the Fall Harvest, Altar Society will be Hosting
BINGO for Cash on Saturday, October 22nd at
6:30pm and Sunday, November 6th at 2pm. If you
would like to volunteer please contact Sharon.
Sharon Ramos, President @ 281-451-9593

Our Bible
study titled The
Prophets of God:

Messengers of God's Mercy
begins in September. You can
attend either Tuesday evenings at 6:30 pm or
Wednesday mornings at 9:15 am. Cost is $30 for
materials. Contact the office for details.

Bible Study Rules…

You can come if you don’t come every week.
Bible study is to help YOU grow in your faith. Of
course, we’d like to see your smiling face (or your
grumpy face, that’s ok too.) every week, but if
you can’t come every week, you are still welcome
to participate.

RCIA… Classes

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Who should do the full RCIA program? If you are
not baptized or were baptized in another Christian
denomination and are interested in possibly becoming Catholic, RCIA is for you. If you are a baptized
Catholic adult who needs First Holy communion and
confirmation, then you should attend RCIA to receive
those sacraments. Coming once (or twice… or more)
obligates you to NOTHING.
For additional information about RCIA call the
office or email Tracy, stmarysrcia@yahoo.com.

Life Teen
Sunday, Sept. 25th
2—3:30

Ask, Seek, and Knock Part II
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

EDGE 2:15pm Today
Rosary Hall
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Life Teen Fall Retreat
Sept. 30—October 2
$75.00

CCE Family Day
Speaker Series Begins
October 2nd @ 10:00am
9:30—10:00
Coffee and Donuts

